
ORDER OF THE SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY PUBLIC HEAL TH OFFICER 
IMPLEMENTING THE DIRECTIVES OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE PUBLIC HEALTH 

OFFICER REGARDING GATHERINGS 

DATE OF ORDER: OCTOBER 13, 2020 

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF CALIFORNIA HEAL TH AND SAFETY CODE SECTIONS 
101040, 101470, 101475, 101085, 120175, 120200, 120210 AND 120215, THE HEALTH 
OFFICER OF THE COUNTY OF SAN JOAQUIN ("HEAL TH OFFICER") ORDERS: 

1. On August 28, 2020, the State Public Health Officer issued an order entitled
California's Plan for Reducing COVIO-19 and Adjusting Permitted Sector
Activities to Keep Californians Health and Safe, hereinafter "Blueprint", a four­
tiered strategy to address the COVID-19 epidemic in California, which repealed
the State Public Health Order of July 13, 2020. As the State progresses through
the tiers in the Blueprint the State Public Health Officer has continued to issue
new guidance and revisions to previously issued guidance.

2. On August 31, 2020, the County Health Officer issued an order entitled Order of the
San Joaquin County Public Health Officer Implementing the August 28, 2020,
Directives of the Governor of California and the California State Public Health Officer.
That order required all residents of the County to comply with the Blueprint
documents and existing guidance. It also prohibited public or private gatherings with
more than one household or living unit, except for the limited purpose of engaging in
activities permitted.

3. On May 25, 2020, in an effort to balance First Amendment interests with public
health, the State Public Health Officer created an exception to the prohibition
against mass gatherings for faith-based services, cultural ceremonies, and
protests. Under the Blueprint, those types of gatherings are now permitted indoors
in counties in Substantial (red), Moderate (orange), and Minimal (yellow) tiers,
subject to certain restrictions in those counties. State public health directives also
permit in-person outdoor faith-based services or protests as long as face
coverings are worn and physical distancing of six (6) feet between persons or
groups of persons from different households is maintained at all times.

4. On October 9, 2020, the State Public Health Officer issued revisions to the
guidance on private gatherings. The State's mandatory requirements for private
gatherings are:

a. May not include members of more than three (3) households.

b. All gatherings must be held outside. Gatherings may occur in outdoor
spaces that are covered by umbrellas, canopies, awnings, roofs, and
other shade structures provided that at least three sides of the space
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